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[NTERPRETIVE  BULLETIN 


The  Disclosure  of  Campaign  Finance  Activity  by  Multi-Candidate 
Political  Committees  Organized  with  the  Office  Of  Campaign  & 
Political  Finance  who  participate  in  City  and  Town  Elections 


M  G.L.  c   55,  Section  5  states  that  "Each  political  committee  shall  organize 
by  filing  with  the  director,  or  if  organized  for  the  purpose  of  a  city  or  to" 
election  only  with  the  city  or  town  clerk,  a  statement  of  organization!"  tZ 

thWe  "p^-Vof^^^'iT1^  "TV*1*  ^-  «-*«-  organized  for 
i^J      ?  Z   °^Part:Lc:LPatin9  in  municipal  elections  shall  register  with  thp 
local  cleric.  All  other  multi-candidate  political  committees  register 
with  this  office.  y 

While  this  provision  of  the  campaign  finance  law  provides  for  the  registration 
of  political  committee^,  c.  55,  Section  18  provides,  in  a  very  specific  and 

Thosrcommilter""'  **  A1?   discl—  of  political  fundraising  and  disbursements. 
Those  committees  organized  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  city  or  town 

cierki0nThr^flle  ?"?aign  finance  "Ports  with  the  appropriate  city  or  town 
thl«+»+   t  I  °V     reP°^s  according  to  the  schedule  and  manner  required  by 

multi  candLT"  ^  d±SCloS^  of  political  activity.  However,  there  may^  be 
with  this  of?  CTlttSr  Wh°  arS  re*istered  «*  filing  campaign  finance  reports 
candid  WXSh  t0  makS  con^ib^ions  to,  or  expenditures  in  behalf  of, 

filint  camoai™  f"nl  ^  tM  ^ec^n.      Such  a  political  .committee ,  in  addition  to 
tiling  campaign  finance  report^  on  the  appropriate  schedule  when  n*^^^- 
«  state  elections,  must  also,  file  complete  and  accurate  calplign  f^nce"    ? 
disclosure  reports  according  to  the  following  schedule.  ' 

Since  such  a  multi-candidate  political  committee  is,  in  addition  to 
other  activity,  aiding  or  promoting  the  successor  defeat  of  one  or  more 
municipal  candidates,  it  must  also  file  reports  with  this  office  on  or 
before:   (1)  the  eighth  day  preceeding  a  city  or  town  preliminary  or 
primary,  including  a  caucus,  the  eighth  day  preceeding  a  city  or  town 
election,  and  if  a  city  election,  as  a  final  report,  the  tenth  day  of 
January  m  the  following  year  complete  as  to  the  thirty-frist  day  of" 

ITJT^L        !h!  Pri°r  ySar'  Md  if  a  town  Action,  «  *  final  report, 
T   D   S1      Y  f°llowin*  said  Section,  (2)  the  eighth  day  preceeding 
election   ST"7'  ^"f^  a  caucus '  the  eighth  day  preceeding  a  special 
election \  "  *       "port,  the  thirtieth  day  following  a  special   ' 

political0^6 -r^17  *n?03e   and  ^als  of  G.L.  c.  55  is  the  public  disclosure  of 
oromoir^ T     !i0nS  aDd  exPenditures  activity.   Compliance  with  the  above  will 
do     h!>  !19!lflCant  objective.   Should  you  have  any  further  questions,  please 
oo  not  hesitate  to  contact  this  office. 


